











AUDIT MANDATE AND STANDARDS APPLIED

MANDATE

Section 17(1) of the Audit Act 2008 states that “... An accountable authority other than the Auditor-
General, as soon as possible and within 45 days after the end of each financial year, is to prepare and
forward to the Auditor-General a copy of the financial statements for that financial year which are
complete in all material respects. ...”

Under the provisions of section 18, the Auditor-General:

“...(1) s to audit the financial statements and any other information submitted by a State
entity or an audited subsidiary of a State entity under section 17(1).

Under the provisions of section 19, the Auditor-General:

“..(1) isto prepare and sign an opinion on an audit carried out under section 18(1) in
accordance with requirements determined by the Australian Auditing and Assurance
Standards.

(2) s to provide the opinion prepared and signed under subsection (1), and any formal
communication of audit findings that is required to be prepared in accordance with
the Australian Auditing and Assurance Standards, to the State entity’s appropriate
Minister and provide a copy to the relevant accountable authority.

STANDARDS APPLIED
Section 31 specifies that:

‘... The Auditor-General is to perform the audits required by this or any other Act in such a manner
as the Auditor-General thinks fit having regard to —

(@) the character and effectiveness of the internal control and internal audit of the
relevant State entity or audited subsidiary of a State entity; and

(b) the Australian Auditing and Assurance Standards. ...’

The auditing standards referred to are Australian Auditing Standards as produced by the Australian
Auditing and Assurance Standards Board.
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